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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

On page 1 9, line 1 , please delete the current heading "Claims" and insert the following 
new heading: 

-What is claimed is:-. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 , (Currently Amended) A stamping film, such as a hot stamping film or a 
laminating film, for producing tamper-proof motor vehicle license plates, comprising^] a carrier 
film (45) and a transfer layer (44) which is detachable therefrom and which can be fixed on a 
substrate (-J2-) of the motor vehicle license plate, 

the tr a nsfer ia y ^ [[-]] starting from the carrier film [[-]] the transfe r 1 aver includes hm a 
transparent release layer (44), an opaque decoration layer fIS), a transparent protection layer 
(-2-0-), an optically variable layer (-2-3-), a reflection layer (24) and an adhesive layer (40). wherein 
the decoration layer {4-8} has mutually spaced areal interruptions (34) at which the transparent 
protection layer f30) adjoins the release layer t-i&j and wherein the adhesive layer (£6) is 
provided for fixing the transfer layer (14) to the substrate (32) of the motor vehicle license plate. 
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2. (Currently Amended) A stamping film as-se t fo rth it i a ccordi ng to claim 1 
6baFaet6figed"t«"t!iai wherein the areal interruptions (36) of the decoration layer (18) have a 
peripheral edge of a graphic configuration 

3. (Currently Amended) A stamping film as set forth m according to claim 1 or 
el^-S-6he«ietw*2e44«-^at wherein the area! interruptions (36) of the decoration layer (4-8) are 
of small area dimensions which preferably occupy a proportion of surface area of less than 20%. 

4. (Currently Amended) A stamping film a s-se t-fefih -i n according to claim 1 
c haract e riz e d in that wherein a colored layer (38) is arranged between the reflection layer (34) 
and the adhesive layer (3©). 

5. (Currently Amended) A stamping film as ■ s e t forth m > * I aim 4 
«teaetejlxed4fH : bat wherein a bonding layer ( 26) is provided between the reflection layer (3-4) 
and the colored layer (38). 

6. (Currently Amended) A stamping film as-set forth in according to claim 1 
ehar aeter i- z e d in - that wherein the optically variable layer (33) is a replication layer with a 
diffractive relief structure. 

7. (AurruitK Amended) K stamping fdm afH^4*-«b4« accot 1 claim 6 
ch a r aete rre ed - ■ i n ■ that wherein the diffractive relief structure forms a hologram. 

8. (Currently Amended) A stamping film as set forth in according to claim 6 
eh a ra^ertzediH ' that wherein the diffractive relief structure is a. relief structure which diffracts 
the incident light directed in one or more directions from specular reflection. 
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9. (Currently Amended) A stamping film a s-s e t-forth-in according to claim 1 
Gh a ractefked-m-th at wherein the optical ly variable layer (33) has a niacfostructore j-prefembly-aH 
asymBietaeal- ma«f^stoeter% the dimensions of which are > 0.4 mm and the extreme value 
spacing of which is > 0.1 mm, 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A stamping film as s et fo r t h in according to claim 1 
charact e r i z e d in that wherein the optically variable layer (25) has a matt structur e^ ■ pr e f e rably -an 
anisotropiefnatt-staietere. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A stamping film as set forth in according to claim 1 
eharaeterked-ifi-that wherein the optically variable layer (22) has a nanoiext. 

12. (Currently Amended) A stamping film as-set-forilu n according ig claim 1 
eharaeterked-i«-that wherein the optically variable layer (22) has a pattern with first and second 
partial surfaces, wherein the first partial surfaces form background surfaces in the pattern and the 
second partial surfaces form pattern elements in the pattern, wherein the first partial surfaces 
have mirror surfaces reflecting the incident light or relief structures for direetedly directly 
diffracting the incident light and the second partial surfaces have relief structures of a 
predetermined optically effective structural depth which ar e ' adapt e d a s include absorber surfaces 
for the incident light so that in a given direction the light light which is diffracted or reflected at 
the first partial surfaces is present as a background surface in relation to dark, Hght~ab sotting 
pattern elements, and in other directions the intensities per unit of surface area of the light 
scattered in the background surfaces and in the pattern elements are equal so that the contrast 
between the background surfaces and the pattern elements is markedly reduced or extinguished. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A stamping film as-s e t forth- in .u n - > claim 12 
eha* actei f mi s« ? h i I e fu it partial surfaces aire flat minor surfaces so thai the pattern 
in the reflected light has the intensively light mirror surfaces of the background surfaces and the 
dark, light-absorbing pattern elements and in directions other than that of the reflected light the 
intensi ties per unit of surface area of the light scattered in the background surfaces and in the 
pattern elements are equal so that there is no contrast between the background surfaces and the 
pattern elements. 

14. (Currently Amended) A stamping film asset-forth in according to claim 13 
elmraet e riz e d - in tha t wherein the first partial surfaces are mirror surfaces which are inclined in 
one or more directions with respect to the plane defined by the stamping film so that in. the 
direction of the light reflected at the plane the intensities of the light scattered in the background 
surfaces and of the light scattered in the partem elements are equal so that there is no contrast 
between the background surfaces and the pattern elements and in one or more other directions 
there are the intensive light mirror surfaces of the background surfaces and the dark, light 
absorbing pattern elements. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A stamping film fts-^t4ortH4»H«M»-of-€Ja»ms-4.-2-thr€Hagh"l4 
chat aciet i /ed m that aecoi in 12, wherein the relief structures of the second partial 
surfaces are a cross-grating composed of two base gratings arranged in substantially mutually 
right-angled relationship, wherein the periods of the base gratings are shorter than a 
predetermined li mit wavelength of the visible light. 
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16. (Currently Amended) A stamping film as^-fiHth-itHme-ef^aitm"1-2-ihr€>ugh"l-5 
chat aesen/ed mtn > i le ettean e structural depth of the relief 

structure of the second partial surfaces is of a value of between 50 nm and 500 nra. 

17 (Currently Amended) \ stamping film a*-set--&H t in < oi ig to claim 16 
efeafae^ke44a-that wherein the pattern has regions with various gray stages which differ by the 
optically effective structural depth. 

1 S. (Currently Amended) A stamping film as-set-fordvin according to claim 1 
characterized in that wherein the optically variable layer (22) is a thin-film element for producing 
a color change by interference. 

19. (Currently Amended) A stamping film as ■ s e t forth in accordjng.to claim 1 8 
eh«t tens* i fha he; 'i the optically variable layer (3-2) has an absorption layer and a 
spacer layer. 

20. (Currently Amended) A stamping film as-set-for-th-in according to claim 1 8 
ehar acter i- z e d i n - that wherein the thin-film element has a number of thin layers with different 
refractive indexes. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A stamping film as - s e t - forth in accordin g to claim 1 
trhai-aettwed-m-Hi i be optically variable layer (22) has at least one polarization layer. 

22. (Currently Amended) A stamping film m set ---forth --in according to claim 1 
characterized in that wherein the reflection layer (34) is a metal thin layer. 
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23. (Currently Amended) A stamping film as ■se t-forth -in according to claim 1 
ciwacten/ed m that > ; ihe leflection layer (34) is formed by at least one dielectric layer 
comprising art inorganic dielectric. 

24. (Currently Amended) A stamping film as set foj h iy to dami 1 
efeaf»e^ke44a-that wherein at least one of the release layerfj (44) -and/or the decoration layerU 
(■l - S)--and/or the protection layer and (20)aud / er the colored layer (28) contains at least one of a 
UV absorber and/ef a HALS stabilizer additivejs] for improving UV resistance. 

25. (Currently Amended) A stamping film as set forth i n according to claim i or 
eia i m"4eharacterked - in -t ha t wherein at least one of the decoration layer (48) and/er the colored 
layer (2-8) contains amorphous carbon. 

26. (Currently Amended) A tamper-proof motor vehicle license plate comprising a 
substrate (32) on which a transfer layer (44) of a stamping film (40) is fixed. 

charaetefizedia-that whereim 

the transfer layer has includes a transparent release layer (46), an opaque decoration layer 
(1-8), a transparent protection layer (-2-0), an optically variable layer (33), a reflection layer (24) 
and an adhesive layer (-404 wherein the decoration layer (48) has mutually spaced areal 
interruptions ( 46)at - whieh where, the transparent protection layer (30) adjoins the release layer 
(46;) and wherein the adhesive layer f >o> *-< p kk aled ft« i1m% secures the transfer layer (44) to 
the substrate (-3-2) of the motor vehicle license plate. 
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27. (Currently Amended) A tamper-proof motor vein plate as set forth i n 
according to claim 26 oharacteriae d-jft-that wherein the area! interruptions (36) of the decoration 
layer (-1-8) have a peripheral edge of a graphic configuration. 

28 . (C urren tly Amended) A tamper-proof motor vehicl e li cen se plate as -set -ferth-m 
according to claim 27 e-haraeter4zed4ft-feat wherein the area) interruptions (-34) of the decoration 
layer (4-8) are of small area dimensions which pref e rably occupy a proportion of surface area of 
less than 20%. 

29. (Currently Amended) A tamper-proof motor vehicle license pi ate as- s et- forth ■ in 
according. to. chum 26 charact e riz e d m that where m a colored layer (2&) is arranged between the 
reflection layer (24) and the adhesive layer (-30). 

30. (Currently Amended) A tamper-proof motor vehicle license pi ate ass e tforthin 
according to claim 26 characterized in that wherein at least one of the release lay erf J tyfym&tef 
the decoration layerLJ ( I S) and/or the protection layer (20) and/or- the colored layer (2$) contains 
AiLl.eaAt.<>ne..of.l L- v absorber aruiVor an HALS stabilizer additives for improving UV resistance. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) A tamper-proof motor vehicle license pl ate a s s e t forthin 
according to claim 26 or claim 28 charac t eriz e d in th at wherein at. least one of the decoration 
layer (-1-8) and/or the colored layer (-2-8) contains amorphous carbon. 
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32. (New) A siamping film for producing tamper-proof motor vehicle license plates, 
comprising: 

a carrier film; and 

a transfer Sayer removeably secured to the carrier film, the transfer layer fixed to a 
substrate of the motor vehicle license plate, the transfer layer including a transparent release 
layer, an opaque decoration layer, a transparent protection layer, an optically variable layer, a 
reflection layer and an adhesive layer, wherein the opaque decoration Sayer includes areal 
interruptions at a location where the transparent protection layer joins the release layer, and 
further wherein the adhesive layer secures the transfer layer to the substrate of the motor vehicle 
license plate. 
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